The Lottery Sellers by Kuusisto, Stephen
Masthead Logo The Iowa Review
Volume 40
Issue 1 Spring Article 58
2010
The Lottery Sellers
Stephen Kuusisto
Follow this and additional works at: https://ir.uiowa.edu/iowareview
Part of the Creative Writing Commons
This Contents is brought to you for free and open access by Iowa Research Online. It has been accepted for inclusion in The Iowa Review by an
authorized administrator of Iowa Research Online. For more information, please contact lib-ir@uiowa.edu.
Recommended Citation
Kuusisto, Stephen. "The Lottery Sellers." The Iowa Review 40.1 (2010): 251-251. Web.
Available at: https://doi.org/10.17077/0021-065X.6885
THE LOTTERY SELLERS 
They will be gone by now, the blind lottery sellers of Athens, swept from 
the streets in time for the Olympics. Even the Greek businessmen sip 
ping coffee in the streetside cafes find these old men selling paper tickets 
to be embarrassing, a reminder of the Middle Ages or worse: they are the 
blind of Sophocles, their voices twisted and keening. "Buy some luck," 
they cry, swaying under yokes of hanging tickets. 
Everyone knows the age of luck is over. We have entered the age of muscle... 
A waiter carries a Chilean sea-bass to the table... 
The lottery sellers will be taken to the country. 
This won't be anything new. They will play chess. Some will play fiddles. 
The time for luck will come around again. 
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